
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.CRADLE OP THE HACE. filthy enough to breed a pestilence,
and everywhere savago dogs go to and.

from the Caspian to the confines of
China, they dro all alike In one respect

that all nro treacherous and blood-
thirsty, and all aro Inspired by a bitter
hate of anything Christian. Tho namo
seems to rouso among these savage peo-

ples all tho lnnato ferocity of untamed
human nature.

name, the various tribes of savage
kinds that occupy the eastern district,
wandering back and forth at their
pleasure, and, according as Inclination
or convenience may prompt, owing al-

legiance to either or neither govern-
ment According to the best authori-
ties, the land of Armenia proper con- -

THE ISLAND OF CORFU.

"Where It Was Hoped the Czar M Ik lit
Kejfuln HU Health.

During the last sickness of the Czar
ono of the places where it was hoped he
might recover his health was tho Isl-

and of Corfu, one of tho Ionlau group,
belonging to Greece. A magnificent
palaco was there offered to him by his
brother-in-law- , King Cleorgc. Tho
Czar, however, who knew that the end
was near, declined tho offer, preferring
to dlo in his own land.

Corfu Is the most northerly of the
Ionian Islands and has an area of 227

y

A FRONTIER 10ST.

fro In troops, and light with each otherj
for the offal that is cast out qt tho doors
and windows of every house Into the
street. '

Hut there Is hone for Armenia. A
brave people llko tho natives of this hls-- j

toric land can not always be kept in
subjection to a degenerate race of
thieves and murderers llko tho Turks.
Tho Incompetence of tho latter to gov-
ern anything has been so plainly shown
for a century and a half that the world
has ceased to expect anything from tho
Ottoman power. Rut for the half-craz- y

fear that tho English display
whenever anybody raises tho cry of
Russian wolf, Armenia would long ago
have been delivered from the .rule of
the Turk. Twice in tho present cen-
tury has Russia been ready to occupy
tho whole province, and twice has tho
deliverance of Armenia been postponed
by tho trickery of Rrltish politics and
diplomacy. It Is true that In being
placed In Russian territory tho Ar-

menians would merely exchange ono
master for another, but experience has
shown that while the Czar Is a hard
master, he Is more tolerant than the
Sultan.

THE WRITING WOMAN.

A Delightful Comparative Study with
the Writing Man.

When a man writes ho wants pomp
and circumstance and eternal space
from which to draw. If ho writes at
homo ho needs a study or a library,
and he wants the key lost and tho key-hol- o

pasted over so that nobody can
disturb him. Ills finished products
aro of much Importance to him, and,
for a time, ho wonders why the planets
have not changed their orbits or tho
sunshine acquired a new brilliancy be-

cause lie has written something by a
cast-Iro- n method. '

A woman picks up some scraps of a
copy book or the back of a pattern,
sharpens her pencil with the scissors
or gnaws tho end sharper. She takes
an old geography, tucks her foot under
her, sucks her pencil periodically, and
produces literature.

She can write with Genevieve pound-
ing out her exercises on tho piano, with
Mary buzzing over her history lesson
for Tommy teasing tho
baby, and tho baby pulling tho cat's
tail. The domestic comes and goes for
directions and supplies, but tho course
of true love runs on, the lovers woo and
win, and the villalus kill and die, among
tho most commonplace surroundings.

A man's best efforts, falliug'short of
genius, are apt to bo stilted, but tho
woman who writes will often, with tho
stump of a pencil and amid tho distrac-
tions above mentioned, produce a ten-

der bit of a poem, a dramatic situation,
or a page of description that, though
critics rave, lives on, travels through
the exchanges, and finds a place In tho
scrapbooks of the men and women wno
know a good thing when they sec it,
whether there is a well-know- n name
signed to it or not Roston Advertiser.

Mufcio and Science.
Sir Charles Lyell, that devout man of

science, used to say that he liked music,
for It allowed him to go on thinking his
own uioughts. So it evidently did, for
Trances Power Cobbe writes of him
that, at a great musical part, he sat
beside her and conversed thus in every
Interval In the music of Mendelssohn
and Handel:

"Agasslz has made a discovery. I
can't sleep for thinking of It. Ho finds
traces of the glaciers in tropical Amer-
ica."

Hero intervened a sacred song, but at
the moment It was ended ho began, as
if he had not enco taken his mind from
the class of subjects he loved most:

"Well, as I was saying, you know
230,000 years ago the eccentricity of tho
earth's orbit was at one of its maxi-
mum periods, and we were 11,000,000
miles farther from the sun in winter,
and the cold of thoso winters must
have been intense, because heat varies,
not according to direct ratio, but the
squares of the distances."

"Well," said Miss Cobbe, "then tho
summers were as much hotter?'

Here came a sacred song, and with
its last note Sir Charles began again:
"No, the summers weren't They
couldn't have conquered the cold."

"Then you think tho astronomical
2P.0.000 years corresponded with tho
glacial period? Is that time enough for
all tho strata since?"

(Another selection from Handel.)
"I don't know. Perhaps we must go

back still farther."
And so the strange medley of astron-

omy and music continued. It was easy
to see which was Sir Charles' darling!

Youth's Companion.

Old Pledges.
At the Paris Mont do Piete, tho official

pawnbroklng establishment, a wed-
ding ring pawned In 1S.77 has Just been
redeemed. Only 17 francs was lent up-
on It originally, but tho ticket was re-

newed thirty-si- x times, and the owner
paid fifty francs In interest. Tickets
aro still renewed every year for a pair
of cotton curtains pledged for 4 francs
twenty-tw- o years ago, and for an um-

brella pawned In IS 10.

Perpetual Celibacy.
It Is br.Mevcd that Jephtha's daugh-

ter was condemned, by her father's
rash vow, to perpetual celibacy, be-

cause all tho Jewish maidens hoped to
bo the honored mother of tho Messiah.

Bolkkr (meditatively) My experi-
ence has taught me onccurlou thing.

llobb Has. ch? What is It? Rol-k- cr

That tho closer a man Is tho
harder it is to touch him. Buffalo
Courier.

A rout the most miserable Kan in
tho world 19 the one who U expected
to laugh at a Joko ho has heard be-

fore Texas SI f tings.

Neither side-- honors a partisan
Judge,

THOUGHTS WORTHY OF CALM
REFLECTION.

A rieasant. Interesting, and Instruct!?

Lcwon, and Where It Maj FoojuI-- A

Learned ond foncUo lteflew of thm

tiixuxe
LcHHon for Dec. 10.

Col.len Text "Ah ye go, preach, say-

ing, The kingdom of heaven is at hand."
Matt. 10: 7

A few Sundays since we were studying
a lenson in which were found strange in-

junctions as to offering tlie other cheek to
the smiter, the other coat to the deepoilcr.
Wo understood it better when we con-

ceived rightly of the errand on which men
were being tent. It was campaign work
in the interest of the kingdom'. These
men were to suffer anything rather than
to relinquish their soul-neckin- g aim or fail
of their high endeavor fer Christ. So
here we are given strange instructions for
Christian workers; no money, no letters
of introduction, no provision for the jour-
ney. It is to be explained by the condi-

tions of the sortie. We are given, ns it
were, war tnctirs and special rules and
regulations for the skirmish line. Here,
in a right sense, "the end justifies tho
means." In this lesson, which is found in
Matt. 10: T 1(5, the twelve nre sent forth.

These twelve Jesus sent forth." Prom
the (Ireek for sent forth comes our word
apostle. Here the disciple becomes nest-
le. In the last verse of the chapter pre-

ceding there is a different word for send
forth in the original; namely, ekballo, to
hurl forth; These men went forth with
the force and precision of shot thrown
from a cannon. lie "commanded them."
The word is used in the sense of instruc-
tion, direction. He advised them as to
the best and wisest methods of procedure.
It is the same word used at Mark 8: 0,

where Christ "commanded the people to
sit down on the ground" in order that
they might be fed. There was nothing
arbitrary about it.

"Lost sheep." No matter how far they
wander they are still sheep. Let us keep
this in mind in the days of dissipation and
dispersion that are still upon Israel. "As
ye go, preach." Literally, "Coing.
preach." Their very going was a strong
preachment. Moody suggests that a man,
walking eight blocks with a Pible under
his arm, preaches a sermon a mile long.
"Freely ye have received; freely give."
Or, as it is sentcntiously rendered, "As
.i gift ye have received, as a gift impart."
They were to be like a fountain giving
forth what wna given them. Manifestly
our gift measures our giving. If we have
not the gift of healing we cannot give it
forth. Kut (Jod gives his stewards gifts
in their season. Let us give according to
the grace that is ours.

"Provide neither gold," etc. This is an
ngegreat for providing. We will not go
unless the provision is largo and sufficient.
In general this is wise, and, on Christian
grounds, commendable. Put not if it in-

terfere with express and legitimate work.
The first query should be, What are the
inarching orders? Then proceed to make
the equipment and furnishing as nearly
adequate as possible. Speak pence every-
where, whether men accept or reject.
Speak peaceably and live peaceably, at all
odds, for his sake. Look up.

HiutH ana IlIiiHtrat ioiiH.
This sending forth of the twelve was of

a special character, ami was preliminary
to the great world commission that came
after tho resurrection. This conception
of it should largely modify our interpre-
tation of its details. It is not the morn of
all Christian endeavor, though it is for
certain species of endeavor, e. g., the prep-
aration of a community for revival effort,
nnd doubtless its thought and spirit
should enter into all the labor we perform
in his name.

Xo scrip, no coat. No special creden-
tials or furnishings; no particular regalia.
How simple the equipment of Christ's
messengers! It is tho same in every age.
Co just as you are, clothed only with wis-
dom and simplicity. They were recalled
the other day, in connection with the
noon-da- y prayer-meetin- g of one of our
great cities, the stirring revival days of
1KS, which gave genesis to these busi-
ness men's gatherings. And how naked-
ly they started out! There was no spec-
ial equipment. Just a company of earn-
est men who believe in Cod. The ele-

ments of their power abide through all
changes the same; the word believed and
the Spirit implored. These disciples weiit
forth to ring the bell for the kingdom.
The apostles nre just starting out for
their world-wid- e proclamation of the gos-

pel, but as they do so they aro looking
back, over their shoulders, to get one last
glimpse of the cross, fixing its' outlines
more indelibly on their memories. So go
we preaching, still. Keep tho cross in
mind. "As ye go, preach." Preach "on
the go," preach "on the wing." There is
the accent of dispatch here. Things are
to be done with expedition nud prompt-
ness; "the King's business requireth
haste." There is no dallying or delay.
A moment the messenger appears and the
message is heard, the next moment he
is gone to carry the tidings elsewhere.
"Let us go into the next town that I may
preach there also." There Is a place and
time for the minister and embassador.
There is also a work for the swift, Hying
herald. The gospel is leaven, working; it
is also an arrow, flying. Ix?t the element
of swiftness enter.

Xext lesson "The Trince of Peace."
A Christmas Lesson. Isa. 0: 2--

In Your (i rand fa the rH Day.
TiiHKK-FOURTi- is of tho books in ev-

ery library camo from beyond tho At-
lantic.

TiiR number of toasts drunk at a ban-
quet equaled tho number of Sta a in
tho Union.

TilE United State contained fewer
fooplo than now livo in Xovv York and
its suburbs.

Ouimnk was unknown; when a man
had ague fits ho tcok Poruvian bark
and whiiky.

Twkntv days wcro ro mired fcr a
letter to po fnra Xow York to Charles-
ton by land.

L most familio! no coking wai
dono on Sunday; a cold Sunday dinner
was tho rulo.

All tho population of a village a-- 1

fomb'ed at tho ii.n on "post day" to
hear tho new..

T.iK only recognized mothod of Im-patti-

infermation wa by tho llboral
uso of tho ro 1.

Ur.rcr and pork, salt fish, potatco
nud hominy wore tho ctaplo diet all
tho year round.

Tlir. women s dro sc9 wcro pufToJ
with hoopi and stood out two or throa
Let cn each eido.

ARMENIA THE OLDEST LAND IN

THE WORLD.

A Country of Great Natural
but DcvuHtated by the

"WorthltMH Turk-M- ay Yet Ue Deliv
erctl from the Sultan' Kule.

Nutive Homo of Man
The bloody massacres perpetrated by

"the Turks and Kurds in tho heart of
'.Armenia nerved to call public atten-
tion to one of the oldest and most re-

markable countries on the globe, a
country once rich nud populous and
powerful, but, like every other land
.that has suffered the curse of Turkish
rule, now desolate. There was a time
iwhen the Armenians numbered at
least 23,000,000 population, but now
It is estimated that not more than
6,000,000 remain in their native and

.well-belove- d land, while 3,000,000 or
4,000,000 more are wanderers to and
fro over the earth, sober, industrious,
economical citizens of many lands and
well-to-d- o in every country but their
own. They would do well there also
were it not for the Turks. The Otto-
man Empire has proved itself in mod-
ern times, as the Persian In ancient, a
national curse, a sore, an ulcer anions
nations; It has been said of the Persian
State that of all the nations ovec which
It gained control not one ever raised
Its head again, and the statement Is al-

most literally true Far more fortunate
have been the States that have suffer-
ed the blight of Turkish rule. One by
one they have risen in rebellion and
have shaken off the Ottoman yoke.

TIIK IUSHI

.Years of revolution and bloody war
were sometimes required to secure tho
coveted freedom, and the march to
liberty has been over thousands of
bloody corpses of men, women and eveu
of children, but by perseverance the
cause was always won. Greece, Ser-vl- a,

Koumanla, liulgarla, lloumella,
Ceorgia, Circassia, the story of each is
the same a bloody rebellion, a long
war, assistance from foreign powers,
find then freedom. The unhappy laud
of Armenia is now going through the
preliminary stages of the process of

A GATE Ol' EUZKUOUAI.

acquiring independence, and liieiu Is
no reason to doubt that In time, and,
perhaps, in no very long time, the Ar-
menians will be as free as the (.recks
or Bulgarians are to-da-

It is a singular land, that In which
the lirlit for liberty Is now being
waged under such fearful odds. It Is
n land so old In history that the earliest
legends of the human race point to
it as tho first home of mankind, and
so far do the sober facts of history
confirm the wild fancies of legend
that historian, scientist and myth-gather-

all unite In tho belief that
somewhere in the region now general-
ly designated as Armenia, tho human
race ilrst began that process of migra-
tion and development that has led to
the peopling of every corner of tho
earth. The (Jarden of Paradise was
In Armenia. Adam was an Armenian;
so was Noah, for his ark rested on
Ararat, where, according topopular tra-
dition, it remains to this day, having
been seen, or at least reported to be
noen, by two or three different travel-
ers. From Armenia began tho disper-
sion of the nations, and all the legends
oi the early days point tho finger back
toward that singular land at tho head
waters of the Euphrates and Tigris as
the homo of every nation that preserv-
ed a memory of Its own origin.

The limits of Armenia proper are by
no means accurately determined, for at
different times the country has been
tinder many different governments, and
even at present, It Is divided between
Turkey, Russia and Persia, and the
boundary lines form a never-ceasin- g

nource of dispute between these three
powers. The truth is that Armenia
really has no boundaries worth the

THE KOYAL r.VLACK. CORFU.

square miles. The climate Is dry and
healthful and the valleys are very fer-

tile. Many centuries before Christ Cor-

fu was a leading maritime power and
disputed supremacy with the Corinth-
ians, by whom It was originally colon-
ized. In 220 It. C. the island fell Into
tho hands of the Romans and after-
ward belonged successively to the East-
ern Empire, the Normans, Venetians,
French and English. In 1S(H It was
ceded to Greece and has since been a
nomarchy of that kingdom.

There are numerous palaces on tho
island, several belonging to tho King
of Greece and one to the Empress of

"Acnn.iiKiox," Tin: palace ok the
EMPllKSS OF AUSTM V AT COIU'U.

Austria. The capital of the Island Is
beautifully situated on a promontory,
and has a population of 20.(KK). It Is
the seat of a Catholic and a Latin bish-
op. OlT this city a naval battle was
fought f.rt P. ('., and tills is said to bo
the first naval engagement on record.

A POISON SIGNAL.

A Little Hell I'tiHtcncd to the Hottlc'a
Stopper.

A novel and simple device for tho
prevention of accidental poisoning is
shown herewith, and it appears to very
effectively answer the purpose for
which it is Intended.

It consists, as will be seen by the ac-

companying Illustration, of a bell so
fastened to a tapped cork that, it is
claimed, the bottle cannot be taken up,
much less the cork removed, without
producing a tinkle, just loud enough to
warn the nurse, but not loud enough to
disturb the patient Obviously such a
signal would be as effectual in the dark
as In the daylight A cord Is attached
to the bell with which It Is tied to the
neck of the bottle

Those who know how many lives aro
lost yearly through accidental poison- -

Tin: toison signal.
Ing will apprcclato the value of this
safeguard It lias been submitted, we
aro Informed, to most of the coroners
in the country, and most of them, bo-sid-

expressing the fullest approval
of It to tho patentee, havo publicly
recommended its use

lladly Fitting Stockings.
Seamless stockings are announced as

a novelty in hosiery. The necessity
that stockings should fit the foot com-

fortably, yet snugly, Is not always ap-

preciated as it should be. It Is as harm-
ful to wear a stocking too short as a
shoe. On tho other hand, a too loose
stocking, which folds over, makes a
painful footgear, and, It Is asserted
by some chiropodists, is one of tho most
fruitful causes of calloused spots.
Mothers, too, often Ignoro the fact that
stockings of different makes vary
greatly In size, even In the same num-
bers. This applies to the Instep meas-
urements ns well as to the length of
the foot. It Is a good plan to carry an
old stocking when buying a fresh sup-
ply for the children. A little compari-
son will save the youngsters much
discomfort and sometimes a lasting
defect.

Tho Olive Tree.
Tho olive tree Is supposed to havo

been originally a native of Greece, but
It Is now naturalized In tho south of
Trance, Italy, and Spain, where It has
been extensively cultivated from tlmo
Immemorial for tho oil expressed from
tho fruit. Tho treo attains an almost
Incredible age. Near Pernl, in tho Valo
of Marmora, is a plantation about two
miles In extent of very old trees, sup-
posed to be tho same trees mentioned
by Pliny as growing there la the first
century of the Christian oi'"

f

To do them Justice, however, the
Christians, so called, of Armenia, are
not much better than their Turkish
and Kurdish neighbors. They havo
been hardened and brutalized by ages
of oppression and suffering; they re-

gard tho Turks as their natural ene-
mies, and are just as ready to light tho
Ottomans as the latter are to fight
them. Unfortunately for the Chris-
tians, however, they are hopelessly In
tho minority, and so from time to time
tho world Is shocked with these narra-
tives of Turkish atrocity. In cold fact,
there is very little choice between
Christian and Moslem in that part of
the world, and the swarms of wander-
ing bandits sometimes consist of both
Christians and Moslems, who rob both
parties with strictest Impartiality.

Tho cities of Armenia are not very
numerous nor very populous, neither
are they very prosperous. Tho best
among them are Kars, that has stood
more than one historic siege from both
Itusslans and Turks; Erlvau, a for-
tress from Roman days, and tho capi-
tal of one province; Erzeroum, which
onco boasted a population of 130,000,
but now has hardly more than 40,000,
If so many, the reason of the decline
being the same as that for the depres-
sion in every other part of tho coun-
try. Erzeroum, tho seat of the Turk-
ish Pasha who misgoverns the country,
is well fort 1 11 oil after an Oriental fash-Io- n,

having great masslvo walls that
havo been neglected until they are
ready to fall down of their own ac-

cord, big wooden gates covered with
plates of Iron, closed every night at an
hour after su.idown, when belated
travelers are supposed to bo com-

pelled to remain outside, which, in fact,
however, they rarely do, but simply
walk along the wall until they find a
place where It has fallen down enough
to enable them to climb over, and then
enter and go about their business. Er-
zeroum was once a city of grand pro-
portions and great commercial con-
sequence, but Its glory has departed.
Situated as It Is on tho hhh road be-

tween Teheran and Mecca, the annual
caravans of pilgrims from Persia,
Afghanistan and India all pass through
It, but in greatly diminished numbers
from those of former years. The In
dian pilgrims now go by steamer
through tho Red Sea, so do not a few
from lieluchlstan and Persia, and only
a few from the interior now pass

Mm
A KURD SOLDIER.

through the once famous city that still
presides over the destinies of the old-

est land In tho world. Like all other
Oriental, and particularly Turkish,
towns, Erzeroum presents from a dis-

tance an imposing appearance that is
by no means confirmed on a nearer ap-

proach. From a few miles distance,
nothing can be prettier than a Turkish
town. The white walls glitter through
the dark green foliage of tho cypress
trees that abound In tho surrounding
cemeteries, while the minarets and
domes rise above the houses like points

VIEW OF KARS.

of vivid light A nearer approach dis-

pels the illusion. Tho marblo walls are
of whitewash, tho minarets and domes
are gaudy and flimsy, the streets are

tains about 150,000 square miles, being
thus a little more than twice the tdze
of Missouri, and for the most part con-

sists of a high tableland from 5,000 to
SQOO feet above the level of the sea.
Although within the tropics It Is by no
means a tropical country, having, on
the contrary, a climate rather severe
than mild, for during at least three
months In the year, deep snows cover
the wide plains that stretch from tho
Lead waters of the Euphrates to the

- UAZOOK.

Caspian Sea, and on the Ararat range
the snow has never been known to
melt. In spite of its altitude, however,
the country has agricultural advant-
ages of no mean order. The tablelands
are not of uniform height, and on their
various terraces tho products of any
country on the globe may bo raised,
from the dates of Arabia to the oats
and barley of Norway. Tho country Is
otherwise wealthy besides, for there
are mines of gold,-- silver and several
other metals, while coal Is abundant
In many localities, and petroleum is
found In a score of different places.
Under even a passable form of govern-
ment Armenia would be a singularly
prosperous country, but the curse of
Turkish misrule has blighted every
hope of the Inhabitants.

Industry Is checked,- - for no one
knows the amount of taxes that will bo
required of him; nor, lndeed.cau he be
certain that after tho products of his
fl Id have been garnered they will not
all be eaten or carried off by bands of
irregular Turkish troops, who will con-

sider themselves singularly forebear-in- g

If they do not also take his life. In-
stances have been known of farmers
who raised a hundred bushels of grain
and saw eighty-fiv- e bushels carried off
under the name of taies, to feed a
rapacious soldiery. Under such cir-
cumstances, the people have no incen-
tive to Industry, and so Armenia, like
every other Turkish province, is gradu-
ally wasting away; the Industrious and
economical portion of the population
aro leaving as fast as they can, and this
remarkable region will soon be deso-
late.

The Inhabitants are not all Armeni-
ans; In fact, the Armenians now form
only a small fraction of tho population

fit;4p A
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In the country they once called their
own. Turks, Kurds, Tertians, Tartars,
avage tribes akin to tho races of hardy

mouotalnen that people the region

i i
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